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Woodcock Washburn Achieves Favorable Ruling for Microsoft in 
Patent Reexamination Proceeding 

Philadelphia – Woodcock Washburn achieved a favorable ruling for Microsoft in a patent reexamination 
proceeding.  Michael Rackman sued Microsoft for infringement of U.S. Patent No. 4,670,857 in the Eastern 
District of New York.  Woodcock Washburn filed a request for reexamination of the patent in the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office on the basis that the claims were obvious.  The litigation was stayed pending the outcome 
of the reexamination proceeding.  The U.S. Patent Office rejected all the claims of the patent and determined 
that they were not patentable.  Rackman appealed  to the Board of Patent Appeals and Interferences who 
affirmed the Examiner's rejection.  On November 4, 2009 and after an oral argument before Judges Bryson, 
Prost, and Moore, the Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit summarily affirmed the ruling of the Board of 
Patent Appeals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
About Woodcock Washburn LLP 
Woodcock Washburn LLP, with offices in Atlanta, Philadelphia, and Seattle, has specialized in intellectual 
property law since 1946.  Rated as one of the top IP law firms in the United States by IP Law & Business, the 
Firm was also named the top intellectual property firm in Pennsylvania by Chambers USA.  The Firms’ lawyers 
and scientific advisors provide national and international clients a full range of services that include litigation, 
patent procurement, IP strategies, trademarks & copyrights, licensing, and standards & open source software 
across a wide range of industries and technologies.  For more information: www.woodcock.com. 
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